Barbara Weir
Bio

Everyone grows up expecting that people around them will automatically understand what they are saying. But
Aboriginal artist Barbara Weir has twice lost the ability to easily grasp the world around her.

The first time was as a girl after she was stolen from her family in central Australia by white authorities in the
1950s. Because she was taken before she was 10 (she is uncertain exactly when), in acquiring English she then
lost the ability to speak her mother's languages from around what is now the Aboriginal settlement of Utopia in the
Northern Territory.

Her father, Irish-Australian Jack Weir, had been a married property owner and she was living with her mother,
Minnie Pwerle, and her people when she was seized.

"When | went back to find my mum in 1968 it was scary for me because | couldn't speak her languages any more,
she says.

"| was frightened the first time because it was a different world from what | knew."

Itis a tribute to Weir's fighting spirit and adaptability that she is now a noted citizen in both the black and white
worlds. As well as selling her art around the world, she is also in a position to help the communities around Utopia.

Excerpt taken from “Joining dots on the way to Utopia” by Robin Usher, The Age, July 15, 2004.
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